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Abstract. This presents a survey of the rural architecture of Cilento, a vast

territory located in the South of the province of Salerno and that was inscribed in

1998 in Kyoto in the UNESCO World Heritage List. Published in seven vol-

umes, the work provides a systematic and comprehensive framework of

knowledge including graphic documentation, surveys, a collection of pho-

tographs, a georeferenced database of the settlements in the country side. The

study addresses the traditional features of the National Park of Cilento, Vallo di

Diano and Alburni; it’s a vast territory ruled by a microeconomics family-run

agricultural and self-sufficient model that is at risk because is disseminated and

sometimes isolated: some places are at risk of loss and in danger.
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1 Contents

The paper presents a study on “traditional and regional architecture and their qualitative

and constructive character” dedicated to research and documentation of rural archi-

tecture of Cilento [1]. The work is published in nine volumes and represents a sys-

tematic and widespread cognitive graphic data base made from surveys of building

typologies, photographs, information sheets and giving also information on their

localization.

This original study, lead by Camillo Crocamo, faces unusual aspects of the vast

territory of the Parco Nazionale del Cilento, most often neglected and related to a

microeconomics family-run agricultural and self-sufficient model.

They have been investigated residential and industrial artifacts - including farmers

and landowners mansions, masserie and farmhouses that are very common in the

countryside. The last two volumes are devoted to productive micro-architectures,

supporting the agricultural and breeding activities in the countryside and mountain too.

They were taken into the investigation only those settlements which have not under-

gone recent interventions of alteration or restoration such as to compromise the reading

of the traditional composition according to local construction techniques.

During the last years the research actions included searching, analyzing, discrim-

inating, classifying, detecting, surveying and also taking care about the rehabilitation
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process for the heritage in danger and exposed to the risk of loss. Terraced lands, paths,

bridges form the rural pattern according to the territorial and broader scale.

With a special address to anthropology and economy issues, the research investi-

gated on the series of facilities that enrich rural settlements and that provide functional

spaces and tools for the transformation of raw materials: mills, oil mills, limestone

kilns, ovens for bread and figs, vats, farmyards, the drinking troughs, fences, orchards

[2]. Documenting such components it was intended to understand the whole cycle of

production which save from the waste. Through direct observation of artifacts and the

recovering of the traditional (nick) names in the local lexicon, they make evident the

principles of convenience and the fundamental knowledge that poor technologies

express in a strictly functional logic to the climate and local conditions, in other words

the materialization of resilience and adaptation.

Recognizing the importance of these valuable evidence marks a step forward in the

knowledge of an extraordinary territory, listed into the UNESCO World Heritage Site;

but the matter is the lack of awareness of the value of this simple buildings and of the

reasons of their construction nature.

Through the visualization of such values, settlements and buildings, instead of

testimonies of poverty and backwardness, acquire a different dignity. The research of

Camillo Crocamo, supported by Paolo Prete for the architectural survey, is facing the

“forget-neglect” junction and takes the road of “knowing-preserving” the Cilento;

minor architectures are part of its essential and rare culture. The identification of this

extraordinary diffuse heritage will help to understand it and to guide and formulate

regeneration proposals even the modern tourist-cultural business models such as the

“village of silence” (Figs. 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5).

Fig. 1. Landscape in Cilento
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Fig. 2. Different types of rural architectures

Fig. 3. Mill
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Fig. 4. Survey of the mill

Fig. 5. Hut
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